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GOP reaches deal on tax bill 


Vote is likely next 
week, but support 
in Senate uncertain 
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JOHN BAZEMORE Associated Press 


DEMOCRAT Doug Jones captured 98% of the vote among African American women in his Senate race. 


For black women, ‘a win’s 
been a long time coming” 


In Alabama and beyond, Jones’ upset is a point of pride 


By JENNY JARVIE, 
MICHAEL FINNEGAN 
AND MARK Z. BARABAK 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Every election since she was 
16, Catrena Norris Carter 
has gone door to door, urg- 
ing black Alabama voters to 
the polls. 

In the months leading up 
to Tuesday’s U.S. Senate 
race, the community activist 
and a band of mostly black 
women registered college 
students to vote, waved 
signs on street corners and 
egged on fellow African 
Americans at churches, so- 
rorities and even football 
stadiums to be sure to cast 
their ballots. 

“Hey, we worked our 
butts off,” said Norris Carter, 
49, an organizer with Vote or 
Die, a get-out-the-vote 
group that canvassed on De- 
mocrat Doug Jones’ behalf 
in Birmingham, Mont- 
gomery and black rural com- 
munities. “A wins been a 
long time coming.” 

The mobilization of Afri- 
can American support is a 
routine part of just about 
any winning Democratic 
campaign. But the over- 
whelming black turnout 
here Tuesday, the stagger- 
ing support for Jones and 
the sense that African 
American women in particu- 
lar carried him to an upset 
victory made for a moment 
of shining pride. 

Not just here in Alabama, 
but across the country. 

The fact that the loser 
was Roy Moore, a Republi- 
can with a long history ofra- 
cially provocative actions 

[See Black women, A12] 


JOHN BAZEMORE Associated Press 


DOUG JONES’ triumph Tuesday in Alabama weakens the president’s margin of 
support beyond the Senate, showing the limits of his influence even in red states. 


Democratic victory makes 
‘Trump’s job a lot harder 


By NOAH BIERMAN 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump’s margin of sup- 
port — among the American 
people and in Congress — 
was already thin. After Tues- 
day’s election in Alabama, it 
is decidedly thinner, more 
than the loss of one Republi- 
can senator’s vote would 
suggest. 

The win by Democrat 
Doug Jones over Republican 
Roy Moore in one of the na- 


tion’s reddest states demon- 
strated both the limits of 
Trump’s power to help the 
Republican Party in key con- 
gressional races and the po- 
tential for Democrats to 
rally voters against one of 
the least popular presidents 
in modern history. 

It will also mean Republi- 
cans have one less vote to 
spare in the Senate, where a 
51-49 majority will make 
passing major legislation 
even more difficult than it 
has been in Trump’s rocky 


first year, absent compro- 
mises with emboldened 
Democrats. 

Those Republicans who 
remain will have more moti- 
vation and leverage to de- 
cide what’s best for their own 
political futures, rather than 
Trump’s, prompting more of 
them to buck the president 
or demand major conces- 
sions for their votes. 

Jones said Trump had 
called him with congratu- 
lations and an invitation to 

[See Trump, A12] 


By Lisa MASCARO 


WASHINGTON — Re- 
publican leaders on Wednes- 
day agreed on a revised plan 
to cut taxes that would lower 
the corporate rate from 35% 
to 21% and drop the top indi- 
vidual rate for the richest 
Americans to 37%, accord- 
ing to GOP senators and 
others briefed on the deal. 

The tentative accord 
marked a significant step in 
the Republican push to have 
a tax bill on President 
Trump’s desk by Christmas. 
Leaders did not release de- 
tails of the compromise or 
the text ofa final bill as nego- 
tiations continued. 

“It’s critically important 
for Congress to quickly pass 
these historic tax cuts,” 
Trump said Wednesday, 
promising that Americans 
could begin to reap the ben- 
efits of the plan as early as 
February, if passed. 

Critics, however, said the 
latest changes — particu- 
larly the lowering of the top 
individual rate from the cur- 
rent 39.6% — only reaffirmed 
several independent analy- 
ses that show the bulk of the 
savings from the Republican 
plan would go to businesses 


and the wealthy. 

“How’s it going to help the 
middle class?” asked Sen. 
Charles E. Schumer, the 
Democratic leader in the 
Senate. 

Even some Republicans 
privately said such a change 
was risky since Trump and 
GOP leaders have tried to 
portray their sweeping plan 
as aimed at ordinary Ameri- 
cans. 

One Republican senator 
called it a “bad idea.” 

Still, Republicans were 
determined to push the pro- 
posal forward for votes, 
scheduled next week, as they 
rush to achieve a year-end 
accomplishment. 

House and Senate law- 
makers met Wednesday ona 
conference committee to 
combine the bills from their 
two chambers, even though 
the agreement had been 
reached ahead of time. 

“They’re grasping for a 
political life preserver,” said 
Rep. Lloyd Doggett of Texas, 
a top Democrat on the 
House Ways and Means 
Committee. 

Democratic Rep. Sander 
M. Levin of Michigan called 
the session a “mockery.” 

The last-minute reduc- 

[See Taxes, A9] 


5 more women 
speak against 
hip-hop mogul 


Def Jam co-founder 
Russell Simmons 
denies allegations that 
range from lewd 
comments to assault. 


By DANIEL MILLER, 
AMY KAUFMAN 
AND VICTORIA KIM 


Beneath the gaze of a 
Hindu goddess statue, a 
room full of beautiful young 
women took a deep breath 
as the instructor at Russell 
Simmons’ yoga studio asked 
the students to focus on 
November’s theme: “Karmic 
duty.” 

“We have to recognize our 
actions have consequences,” 
the instructor said. Karmic 
duty, she said, means taking 
responsibility for those ac- 
tions. 

On this day — less than 
two weeks after Simmons, 
60, was accused by a former 
fashion model of sexual as- 
sault in an article by The 
Times — the businessman, a 
regular at his West Holly- 
wood studio Tantris, was no- 
where to be seen. 

Over the last decade, 


A parable of inequality in Bel-Air fire 


STEVE LOPEZ 


Sunbaked 

and wind- 
battered j 
Los Angeles, iy i 
blessed and 
burdened city 
ofextremes,is p | 
hometothose ‘4, 
with every- 
thing and 
those with nothing. 

Last week, the two 
worlds intersected whena 
cooking fire at ahomeless 
encampment destroyed six 
homes and damaged a 
dozen others in Bel-Air, 
where affluent residents 
complain now and then 
about the scale of colossal 
estates that dwarftheir own 


mansions. 

There has to be meaning 
in this, or it wouldn’t play so 
much like a parable. 

Was it a warning, a reck- 
oning, a call to action? 

What does it say about 
Los Angeles, and how 
should we respond? 

Not that long ago I 
cruised the hills and can- 
yons and rolling estates of 
Bel-Air after a report that 
some of the biggest water 
guzzlers in drought- 
stricken California lived 
there, unidentified but 
thoroughly quenched. 

On Wednesday I was 
back in the same neighbor- 
hood, where hills had 
turned black and ash cov- 
ered vehicles, wondering if 


all that irrigation helped 
keep losses to a minimum. 

Up on Casiano Road, 
where two homes were 
reduced to charred rubble, 
Mavis Presler stepped ou- 
side to toss something into 
her recycling can. She held 
crossed fingers to the sky, 
saying she was lucky be- 
cause all that burned at her 
house was arear bathroom. 

“Ido think we need to do 
more about the homeless,” 
she said. 

They live everywhere 
now, not just in the human 
corrals we were always 
content to confine them to. 
It’s as ifthey’ve come up 
with their own answer to the 
NIMBYism that has 

[See Lopez, A4] 


FRANCINE ORR Los Angeles Times 


HOMELESS veteran Kevin Eugene Powell in West 
L.A. More than 34,000 people are homeless in the city. 


Kirk McKoy Los Angeles Times 


THE ACCUSATIONS 
run counter to Russell 
Simmons’ image as a 
wellness impresario. 


Simmons, the co-founder of 
record label Def Jam Re- 
cordings, has transformed 
himself into a wellness im- 
presario, releasing instruc- 
tional yoga videos, publish- 
ing books about meditation 
and veganism, and founding 
Tantris. 

“The practice of yoga has 
changed my life,” he wrote in 
his 2001 autobiography. 
“While my first forty years 
were about consumption 
and money and power, I am 
hopeful that the years to 
come will be about service.” 

Since The Times’ Nov. 19 
report detailing model Keri 

[See Simmons, A8] 


Layoffs likely in 
Disney-Fox deal 


Substantial job cuts 

in Southern California 
could result from Walt 
Disney Co.’s expected 
purchase of much 

of 21st Century Fox. 
BUSINESS, Ci 


‘The Big Sick’ 
gets some love 


The romantic comedy, 
shut out of the Golden 
Globe Awards, scores 
two Screen Actors 
Guild Award nomina- 
tions. CALENDAR, E1 


Weather 
Sunny and warm. 
L.A. Basin: 80/54. B6 
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